April 3, 1990 LB 571A, 843A, 1055, 1221
LR 419, 420

SENATOR HALL: Senator Moore, I would be willing to say that
that's a very good bet.

SENATOR MOORE: Okay.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Have you finished, Senator Moore? Okay. Any
other discussion? If not, the question is the advancement of
LB 1055 to E & R Engrossing. All in favor say aye. Opposed no.
Carried. The bill is advanced. LB 1221.

CLERK: Mr. President, on LB 1221 I have E & R amendments,
Senator, first of all. (See E & R amendment AM7200 as found on
page 1738 of the Legislative Journal.)

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Lindsay.

SENATOR LINDSAY: Mr. President, I move the adoption of the
E & R amendments to LB 1221.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Any discussion? If not, shall the E & R
amendments be adopted? All in favor say aye. Opposed no.
Carried. They're adopted.

CLERK: I have nothing further on the bill, Senator.
SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Lindsay.

SENATOR LINDSAY: Mr. President, I move that LB 1221, as
amended, be advanced to E & R for engrossment.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Any discussion? 1If not, those in favor of the
advancement of LB 1221 say aye. Opposed no. Carried. The bill
is advanced. Mr. Clerk, items for the record.

CLERK : Mr. President, Enrollment and Review reports LB 571A is
correctly engrossed, LB 843A is correctly engrossed. LB 843A,
line 58, all reported correctly engrossed, both signed by
Senator Lindsay. Bills read on Final Reading were presented to
the Governor as of 5:29 p.m., Mr. Pre.sident, new resolutions:
LR 419 by Senator Wesely, Chizek, Nelson, Lindsay, Hall,
Korshoj, asking the Legislature to call on ConAgra to retain the
County General Stores headquarters in Grand Island; LR 420 by
Senator Scofield asks the Legislature to recognize and commend
all volunteers of the Cooperative Extension Boards, 4-H and Home
Extension Clubs, that will be laid over; amendments to be
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Then the other one was for the Mdtor Vehicle Industry Licensing
Board, M ke Gorges from Omaha; no negative votes on that
appoi ntrent and woul d recommend that the Legi sl ature approve the
conmi ttee action.

PRESIDENT: Thank you.  Any further discussion? |f not, the
question is the approval of the confirmation report. Al those

in favor vote aye, opposed nay. Haveyou all voted? (Gavel.)
Pl ease vote if you care to. Record, I\Xr Clerk, please

CLERK: 26 ayes, 0 nays, Mr. President, gn the notion to adopt

the confirmation report as offered by the Transportation
Comi ttee.

PRESI DENT: The confirmationmreport is adopted. Number six,
Legi sl ati ve Resol utions.

CLERK: M. President, | have a notion with respect to those
r esol utions. Senat or |ynch, as. Chair of the Rules Committee,

woul d nove to suspend Rul e 4, Section 5 and consider certain
nunbers of those resolutions this norning together.

PRESI DENT: I f I could haveyour attention a nmonment, please pay
attention to Senator Lynch's nmotion for a few noments. Senator
Lynch.

SENATOR LYNCH: M. President and menbers, if | could have your
i ndul gence and consideration of this motion. I know that
Senators Dierks, andRogers, and Chizek, and Conway, and Hefner,

an_d Wehr bei n, and Schel | peper, and Wthem and Langford, and
Chi zek, Baack, and Scofield, all have resolutions, as do I. Aj

of them deserve to be read and heard t his morning. However ,
they are printed in the Journal and will be provided to the
appropriate people, understanding that we did, in fact, and
will, in fact, consider these inportant resol utions. Whatl
woul d ask your i ndul gence is to support this suspension 4 p
rules so that LRs 401-405, LRs407-417, all except LR 420 by

Senator Wesely is included in this.
PRESIDENT: Excuse me, do you mean LR 419?

SENATORLYNCH: LR 419, yes, | am sorry, LR417 and LR 420, g4

except LR 419, and it sipply to allow us tonot readthe
resolutions and vote to support”all of these w th one vote. |
would ask for your support. | think it night save us tine this
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eight room school and that was, in fact, the official Florence
School that we honor today,and | appreciate your support for
its 100th centennial. Wth that, unless there are any other
coments from any other people's resolutions, | would rrove the
adoption of these.

PRESI DENT: And the question is to suspend the rules so that e
can vote on all of these resolutions at one time. |t requires

30 votes. All in favor vote aye, opposed nay. Record,
Mr. Clerk, please.

CLERK: 31 ayes, 0 nays, Mr. President, gn the notion to suspend
}_he hrules and adopt the resolutions as identified by Senator
ynch.

lve

PRESI DENT: The rul es are suspended and all of the | egi sl at
ich we

resolutions are adopted with the exception of LR 419 wh
will take up now.

CLERK: Mr. President, LR 419wasa resolution introduced by

Senators Wesely, Chizek, Nelson, Lindsay, Hall, Korshoj. It''s
found on page 1861 of the Journal. |t asks the Legislature to
call on CmmAgra to retainthe Country General Stores

headquarters in Grand |sland, Nebraska.
PRESI DENT: Senator Wesely, please.

SENATOR WESELY: Thank you, M. President and members, Senator

Chizek, Senator Lindsay, Senator Nelson, Sa ator Hall, Senator
Korshoj and nyself are all on this resol ution. | hope all of
you will support it —as well. We, obviously, have a concern
that's been expressed somewhat through an garticle that was
recently.

Maybe you have had a chance to read it in the past. But
ConAgra, which has a nunmber of subsidiaries, including one
called Country General Stores, and they have |ike Weelers gnpg
let me think, SSS and some others.  and Country General are the

different types of stores that they operate under Country

General Stores. Now that's headquartered jn Grand Island
Nebraska. They have about 300 peopl e working ther e gﬂd > ani,n
O'Neill  they have a warehousewi th about 40 or 50 peopvg. So

we' re talking about 350 or so jobs. gyt this doesn't take into

account the jobs and work i nvolved with suppliers that are
involved with this operation in Nebraska and those g ppliers |
have tal ked to and others ir.'the body have tal ked to tﬁgt woul d
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indicate that the different sales they make to -
Stores would be transferred if this conpany cl:(sjtupgﬁ/sfeq(?%%r

Tennessee. And so there would be loss f iobs and | oss of
i ncone nmuch beyond the 350 jobs we're taPkl Hg about I'nmmedi ately
involved here. Anyway, thisCountry General stores and these
enpl oyees, it is nowrunored, could possibly nmove to Nashville,
Tennessee. ConAgra is |ooking to purchase T.S.C e T.S.C.
Company is  headquartered in Tennessee. The thought that has
been expressed by those close to the situation indicate that
they believe that the purchase of T.S.C by ConAgra will result

al
to
0

inthese 350jobs and the headquarters and all operations
i nvolving CSG...or CGS would be rrgved out of the state.p Or|1e of
the indications of this, | have passed out as well, is a

resource data sheet from Country Gener al
recently distributed to enpl oyees a¥1d there youStvarIelS seghgbi | W}?
and desire to locate, relocate, anmong other questions. Anpd the
enpl oyees are clearly indicating they' re concerned that what
they' ‘re looking at is a relocation’ and in addition. there was
a handout that Senator Hefner put out that the Governor. he put
it out to deal with Wal dbaum s egg plant, but if you | ook, t fere
is also an article about Governor Or and she has indicated g,
desire to try and keep Country General Stores headquartereg in

Nebraska. Well, here's what. .if you'd takea chance tg read
the resolution, what it says is, very simlar to what we took as
a resolution we passed here, | belleve |ast year, dealing with
Goodyear . I'f yourecall, Goodyear was | ooking at moving a

warehouse out of Lincoln and noving it to lowa. Anpdso! and
others drafted a resolution calling on themto stay In  pNeprask
and we have tal ked about the benefits that they recei veg under
LB 775 and other benefits and we said, |ook, we've tried to bend
over backwards to work with you, we have been good. \ye pelieve
in our business climate. W specifically |ooked out and tried
to assist you and we think that you ought to stay here, that
feel that we deserve to have vyour continued presence in
Nebraska. Andwe sent. .we passed it, wesent gpnt o G dyear
and through that effort and other efforts we were SUCCESSfOLﬂ ang
they reversed their decision and are, in fact, staying in
Lincoln and will be expanding here and that's very good For gus
Now I~ hope we'll be that successful with this resolution, I
don't know. pyt an?/vway to indicate to the | eadership of ConAgra
this resolution would go to the Board of Directors 449 to the
rmnf’:lgeﬂﬁnt v3nf Ct?nAgrl?'d fv\e are rgrlyi ng to let them know once
agalnt at ent ey aske or our elp, when t he canme to us in
1987 we hel ped and al though | have been crltlcap yof LB 775 |
want to again reiterate | yoted for that bill and | voted
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specifically because of the situation with ConAgra, specifically
I was concerned about themleaving and | think many others as
wel |l were concerned. And so now for those of us who vygoted for
that, who cared about them we' re asking for themto care about
us, that these individuals and their jobs and this headquarters

is important to Nebraska and we understand that there may be
advantages to themto nmove to Nashville, Tennessee, but, 4 “i{he
same time, we think there are advantages for themto stay here,

that we have the business climte, we have the comm tnent to

econoni ¢ devel opnent to business growh and that ConAgra should
recogni ze that and, hopeful Iy, they haven't conpletely made up

their m nd, haven'tformally nade the deci sion, although there
are a lot of indications, runors that they have and, hopefully |,
that's  not the case that they woul d decide to make the decision
if they do, go ahead with the purchase of T.S.C. to transfer
those enpl oyees back here to Nebraska versus our enployees going

there. That would be a big plus for our state. | think it
would end up being advantageous to ConAgra and jt would be
mutual Iy beneficial. So, with that, | _know sone others will
have sone discussion to neke, but | think it's inportant for

to stand up and be heard on this, to let ConAgra know we care
and to let Gand Island know we care and to all those businesses
and individuals affected by this that we do care about them 5.4
hope that we can do something about this situation.

PRESI DENT: Nr. Clerk, | understand we have an anmendnent to the
resolution.

CLERK: Nr. President, Senator Warner would nove g amend the

resolution. (The Warner amendnent appears on page 1927 of the
Legi sl ative Journal .)

PRESI DENT: Senator Warner, please.

SENATORWARNER:  Nr. President and nenbers of the Legislature, |
first requested a statement which | would like to read from
ConAgra as to what the situation is since whatever it is was in
t he paper, E_robably not full accurate detail, not... .because |
assune any ki nd of " busi ness discussions are never fi natflze - 50
this statenent was...

PRESI DENT: Excuse nme, Senator Warner, Senator Chizek, for what
purpose do you rise?

SENATOR CHIZEK:  |s he readi ng the anmendment now?'
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PRESI DENT: Ar e you readi ng the amendment nowt
SENATOR WARNER: No.
PRESI DENT: No. Okay, Senator Warner, proceed, please.

SENATOR WARNER: What I'mstating, I ||._.genera|| what the
anendment does it strikes bulk of the referenceé to that a Wt&me
lot of |egislation was passed solely or prinarily for ConAgra
It strikes those references. |t doesn't strike the reference to
the Country Store but it does stri ke the _reference
that...because, obviously, there is a whole |ot of businesses in
Nebraska, and | didn't vote for the bill, you know, that benefit
from it and | struck those kinds of references. Butthe
statenment | would like to read first, ConAgra.. which was. given
to me this norning, ConAgra appreciates the opportunity to~nake
a statement to the |egislature regardin R419 and. the
headquarters of the Countgry CGener al S(T]ores 9n !}angi 1 sfand. In
total, ConAgra enploys about 1,800 people in Grand |sl and,
principally in a meat processing plant and iIn nonrheadquarters

operations of Country General Stores. Country General Stores
headquarters employs apout 100 people. There are, in fact,
di scussi ons between ConAgra and Tractor Supply (Q,orrpany. These

discussions have not beenconcluded. Therefore, there i s no
decision to nerge conpanies, |let alone a decision to nove either
headquarters. These are simlar to many such discussions

between ConAgra and other conpanies, nost of which do not |ead
to business conbinations. The 1987 econonic devel opment package
indeed was good for Nebraskans. The package has attracted over

$2.5 billion in new investnment and has led to the creation of
more than 22,000 new jobs. ConAgra i s proud of th Nebraska
Legi sl ature's courage and conmmi tnént represented by the econonmc
development package. When you enacted ip package by a
resounding majority, you sent a clear nessage t Rat Nebraska i s
good for Dbusiness. ConAgra is also proud of the role our
conpany played in supporting the economc devel opnent package
and in contributing to Nebraska' s econonic devel opment grow h.
Since 1987, ConAgra has conmitted to adding over 800 new jobs in
Nebraska as part of four mejor projects in opgha. South Sioux
City, Hastings and |jncoln. Noreover, ConAgra's total

enpl oynent in Nebraska has risen fromabout 500 peopFe ~1gvears

agoto 5,000 today. Finally, ConAgra wants to assure you of two
t hi ngs. We are sensitive to and give full consideration to the
effects of business decisions on people and comuniti es. And
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two, ConAgra has a major continuing conmitment to econonic
growth and job creation in the great State of Nebraska. |In
[ight of ConAgra's record and the economic commitment we share
with the Legislature, we respectfully suggest that LR 419 is not

necessary. Wiat | have done -is | read the resolution this-
morni ng and | apol ogi ze not having sonething prepared 5 pnand

out, but it's fairly sinple and, in fact, what | filed was just

the striking | anguage. But on page 1861, the first. | will
read it as it would read. | |eave the first Wiereas as it is.
The second whereas, strike the words "t0  encourage ConAgra"
because | woul d think that we would want, 55 5 Legislature, to
k now tha_t _we want to pmgintain and expand all busi ness
opportunities wherever they may be. And then in the third

whereas | struck the portion’just’ relative to ConAgra and ,iper
so it would read that 775 was to provide tax incentives for

Nebraska corporations in total. Then the third, the next one
that makes reference to three bills passed that session, |
struck it inits entirety. | don't believe that agai n that
those bills were enacted for the benefit of any one particular
corporation. I leave the next one intact pecause that's
factual . I st ruck the bottomone which says there aregports
that they may relocate. As you can read there, there are
discussions but even a merger apparently has not taken place.
And then on the top of page 1862, in the last whereas | struck

the word "ConAgra" and sinply say. that we' re committed to
wor ki ng with Nebraska businesses’to maintain expanded presence
in Nebraska and |'m sure we will want this, be on record of
being in support of all business in Nebraska tq g
then in the Now Therefore Resolved that the Leglslature |nstea
of calls on ConAgra sinply encourages ConAgra to retain Country
headquarters in Grand |g|and. It seems to me that if fhe
purpose of the resolution is to call attention to the advantages
of econoni c devel opment that Nebraska has enacted. particularly

in the area of 775 a bill which | did not vote for, ynlike
Senator Wesely, and | t hi nk CGoodyear woul d have been a very good
reason for meto have yoted for it, 'cause that's where |

certainly had more attention at that point was fromGoodyear
Havel ock plant than | had from any other area of of

But it seens to ne that we ought to concentrate on the benetats
of that package that the overwhelning majority of this body
supported and recogni ze that we want to apply this resolution to
every business, every opportunity and certainly it would be in
error to suggest that all those econom c devel opnent jncentives
were enacted for the benefit of one firmin Nebraska. The mere
record shows that's not true by the nunber of business that have
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taken advantage of expanding and providing job spportunlties
because of the enactnent of those tax |ncent|ve

So | think
with those corrections then the resolution really reflects
this body ought to want to reflect and that is to encourage aﬂ
businesses, we, obviously, cannot... | have no idea how many
other negoti at'i ons may be going on somewhere in the state. |
assume there are many and | would not want to restrict fhe
feeling of t his body only to one conpany when that may we be
going on with many and | think we would all would sur%lg/
think we would all want toencourage any busi ness to take that
into account and not just limt it to one. D | would move
adoption of the amendnment as | have described it.
SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you, Before proceeding tq
di scussi on on the anendnent offered by Senat or arner, Senator

Abboud is announcing some guests in our south balcony. \ye have
40 fourth graders from Seymour in Omha, with their teachers.
Moul d you people please stand and be recognized? Thank you.
W' re pleased to have you as our guests this nbrning. Senator

Chi zek, for discussion on the anendnent, followed by Senators
Hefner, Pirsch and Nelson.

SENATOR CHIZEK: Vell, it's difficult to separate Senator
Varner's amendnent fromthe resolution. unljke Senator Warner,
| supported 775, sponsored 27~, introduced the resolution at the

end of that session that was a Lnost unani nously yoted on by
menmbers of this body, encouraging those people who take
advantage and expand’in our state to use Nebraska hased
companies, Nebraska based employees. I went and nmet with
ConAgra. | met with US West. | met with UnionPacific, with a
nunber of my col |l eagues in this body, gnd discussed the issue
about utilization of Nebraska based companies, corporati ons,

et cetera. | recognize 3 pusiness decision about noving a
conpany. What is difficult for me, coll|eagues, to deal with s
the fact that | called to ask sone questions. | couldn't even
get ny call returned. I couldn't even get my call returned.
Three® or four of ys are a resolution. | received no letter.

Senator Wesely, question.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Wesely, would you respond?
SENATOR CHI ZEK: Di d you receive a copy of the letter?
SENATOR WESELY: No.
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SENATOR CHI ZEK: Senator Nel son, question.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Nelson.

SENATOR CHI ZEK: Did you receive a copy of the letter' ?
SENATOR NELSON: No, | did get ny call returned. pNo.
SENATOR CHIZEK: Okay.

SENATOR NELSON: | never seen it till now

SENATOR CHIZEK: kay, | don't know how many others did not
receive the letter. Now, | have tal ked to people who have tg|g
me it's a done deal, it is a done deal. | haye talked to people

that told me they are going to Nashville with their famly.
husband and/or wife, to look at the clinate to see if they want
to move there. Unlike sonme of my colleagues, | don't want to
change 775 at this point in time, but what | want to 4o jis to
rem nd people that take advantage whether it's through a nerger,
col l eagues, or an acquisition that if, in fact, tax benefits go
going to be derived fromthe taxpayers in thisgtate, that you
have an obligation to this state. That obligation would include

not nmoving 300 to 400 jobs out of this state. That obligation
includes not the satellite jobs, the manufacturers’ repsand so
on that deal with these conpani es or corporations. I's it an

unreasonable request for this body to ask a sinmple question if
you're going to take advantages fromthe people in ;his state
gi ve sonething back to her people. '

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute. Thank you. Senator Hefner.

SENATOR HEFNER: Nr. President and nenbers of the body, | rise
to support Senator Warner's amendment to this resolution. I
think in this resolution we' re singling out one company and
Senator Vesely said that he supported LB775 for ConAgra.

Senator Wesely, | thought you supportedLB 775 for Goodyear.
And just...if | recall and it"s been several years z40 and I
didn’t  have time to look this up but | was on the Revenue

Comrittee at the time and | believe that Goodyear wanted |pg 775
so they could get sone tax credit on their expansion and,

understand it, they were going to expand their plant to the tune
of about $60 million and LB 7. . and they woul dn't provide any

new jobs. And they was going to do it in three phases,
20 mill ion to start with and then another 20 million anda third
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$20 mllion. And so, in this bill, we also had a sectionin
there that if you invested $20 million and didn't provi de any
addi tional jobs, you would still get the t{ax credit. And |
supported that' because | felt that we wanted to keep Goodyear in
Nebr aska. But t hen they camback, Goodyear cane back a year
later and reported to ys that during their first phase of
expansion they did add jobs so that neant that by allow ng them
a tax credit on the $20 million that they did add jobs and
that's what this is all about. W want to add jobs here in
Nebraska. W want to stop that out mgration and | "believe with
LB 775 and LB 270 that Senator Chizek was a sponsor of and |
believe | signed on with himon that, that did stop the out
m gration starting in 1987 or 1988. But this...and | think this
"s great, because if we create jobs, these enployees, {pe a
sal es tax, they pay state incone tax, they pay property tgx gndy
so in the end | feel that our state's going to be ahead. I
talked to you a little bit about Wl dbaum s expansion in the
Knox County area, near Bloonfield. | had an opportunity +tgo be

there when the Governor announced this and this will create
60 new jobs to start with, 55 or 60 new jobs t0 giagrt with. And

they tell ne that this is about the gsame in the small rural
comunity as 14, 000 new jobs in Omha. So |'mcertainly very
pleased with that. And when. .  when | visited with the Governor
about this and she nade that announcenent, we also tal ked about
the ConAgra deal, about the ConAgra buying out or i i
T.S.C ar?d she told nme that she \%oul d %j/o %veryt hi ngm?rnglh%g \r’)vtl)\}vebr
totry to talk to themto keep those jobs here in Nebraska. gy
I don't know, when you...when ?/ou're operating a business
sonetimes you' ve got to consider all phases of what"s pest  for
your particular conpany. But | just want to talk a little bit
nore about the positive aspects of LB 275.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATORHEFNER: ...or LB 775 and LB 275 (sic). gqrt ercent
of the new jobs created by these two bills are outsoldye oP émaha
and Lincoln, so it's really helping rural Nebraska too. Durin
1983 and '86, 42 counties gained jobs and 50 counties |ost Jobsg.
I_3ut after LB 775 and LB 27(_) went into effect, 78 counties gai ned
jobs and only 13 counties |ost jobs. So t hat's real good.
Al 'so, the average annual wage in Nebraska went after these
twe bills took effect. took effect. So | think we need to
consider all aspects of that. Byt getting back, I'm going to

support Senator Warner's anpendment to the resolution and then
I'"mgoing to support the resol ution.
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SPEAKER BARRETT: Time

SENATOR HEFNER: . anld,
S

.. hopeful |y, we can get ConAgra to kee
those jobs in the Grand ap y g g P

| and area.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Pirsch, please

SENATOR PI RSCH: Thank you, M. President. I, too, have a great
concern with the proposal that...or the rumor, | guess, we
should say that the Country General would go to Nashville,

Tennessee. And when | read that resolution and heard fromthose
people who were trying to generate some enthusiasm and gome

pressure on CmAgra, | realized that...or, vvﬁl [, cal | ed,
actually, and heard that this is very tentative, that there g,
negoti ati ons. But | think particularly in Oraha we recall tene

Enron nerger which was very difficult and where Oraha | ost a | ot
of jobs and we want to encourage ConAgra and | was prepared ;4
vote for this amendnment. . or to vote for this resolution wthout
amendment but, as | reflect and as we reflect this norning, |

think we can see that Senator \warner's amendment does indee
meke it nore general, does indeed nake it on a larger scale an

does al so announce that we, in the State Legislature, have (gpe
those things which has allowed Nebraska to expand and to grow
with new jobs. And so, yes, maybe we should focus ¢ hat
| arger picture and on that |arger %pod that we can acconplni sit1 by
the things that we have done in this body. g5 with that. | am
prepared to support Senator Warner's amendment and send the
message loud and clear of our support for business and then
support the legislative resolution. And| thank Senator Wesel
for his bringing it to our attention because | think in bringi r¥g
it to our attention we can also focus on other conpanies, giner
busi nesses and do |et them get the nessage that we want to yge
them in Nebraska and that we want to continue the econonc
devel opment in progress that we started in 775 and the other
initiatives that we have done. So | support the amendment and
i ndeed support the resolution.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Nel son, foll owed by
Senator Wesely.

SENATOR NELSON: Mr . Speaker, 'rrenb.ers of the bOdP/‘ | Suppose
that | am probably nmore involved in this than probably the other

senators, in fact, actually | just handed. ..got handed to me the
Grand Island paper, so for once | did get soffe coverage, | i
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guarantee you that, in the paper. | have nixed enotions about
Senator Warner's amendnent.  After all, today we are tal king
about the Country Gentlenan (sic) Stores. ws are talKi ng about

a possible relocation and that's exacwy at the issue is.
t"s very easy to stand up and nake general s’ an

n and so
forth  and, Senator Hefner, well, we have Bloonfield and we
know. . .| happen to know the \Wal dbaum conpany, | worked for (hem
for years, for M Iton wal dbaum And that's the way the egg
busi ness is, and so on, but to bring other ¢ pj ngs in it, but
what we' re talking about today is the Country Gentleman (sic)
Stores. First of all, I dowantt o say ConAgra does have
approximately 1,800 or so enployees in ny area. apd| also want
to say, as far as | know and have ever heard, they are very good
employers. They give benefits and | have never heard anyone

criticize themand that's very unusual, suych a large employer as
that. There may be criticismthere but not that I"'m sware of.
Also, | guess that | did get the courtesy of a call returned to
me yesterday afternoon. |f fact, if nmost of you noticed, | \as
off of the floor a good part of yesterday afternoon and that was
N conversation with GrandIsland and Grand Island Industrial
Foundation people and with ConAgra officials. And, as | told
them my experience isS,and you start at the top nanagement, if
possible, and that | did. They were very considerate and | g
appr¢C| ate thei r posi ti On.. They are a very |a|’ge, avery
growi ng corporation. I think theyre gx anding’ somewhere,

don't know, like 20percent a year, and that is to their credit
and to their managenent. And | amaware that nmany conpani es buy
out another company. Ny daughter worked for a big nedical
supply company in Denver and would you believe ashipping
conpany bought themout, noved the whole thing from Denvert o

Dal l as al most instantly. So that does, happen daily. Andto
this transaction, | think to ConAgra this is just another daily
busi ness transaction and that's sinply the way it is. They did
acknow edge that their. .| guess asone personput it

that...everybody that is anybody is being f1own fo NAS \t/)iolq%

right now. Also, they may be flying people fromNashville 0k
to Grandlsland. S o...and | amaware that geographic |ocation
makes a difference. The air line problemthat we have in @Grand
Island may be a contributing factor. And, nyself, the sane way
with the other senators, | havea great concern pecause of
LB 775 and the benefits and the Many.many discussions, hours
and hours that went on a few years ago. pyt agai n, on the other
hand, | can say that | know how business js and large
corporations, and this is a business deal with them | 3m 55|

say, almost disappointedin Senator Warner and, | guess
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hopefully that | don't go into his district and take it very
lightly any tine that there is sonething like this.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One mi nute.

SENATOR NELSON: The town of O Neillwill be |osing
approximately, | don't know, 25, 28, 30 employees. That was
expect ed. VW 're tal king about only the managenent enpl oyees.
W' re not tal king about nmaybe at this point the distribution.
Sowe're tal king about a 100 enployees or so. | also want to,
for the record, say that ConAgra, in our community, with th
educational park and so on they have been very cooperative ang
soas far as an enployer andas the company | have mixed
enotions. I can' t...l certainly amery proud to have themin
our comunity. | am as disappointed as anyone else and | gng
also for themnot giving out a lot of information, | guess that
sometimes you don't tell the neighbor that you want to u
his...or the farmbeside you, you buy the farmand then you e%/
tne news out. But, again, I'mwlling to work with them

SPEAKER BARRETT: Timehas expired.

SENATOR NELSON: | am very di sappoi nted because of the penefit s
given, but I will try to work with ConAgra the best possible.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Wesely, followed by Senators NcFarl and
and Warner.

SENATOR WESELY: Thank you,Nr. Speaker and nenbers, |, too, |
g".cess am sonmewhat disappointed in Sepnator Warner's amendnment.
This resolution is offered in good faith. |t... | think if vou
read the |l anguage of it, you will see that there is no probl gm
really. | think ConAgra has,opviously, had either its nose
tweaked |ike that of a bear, or perhaps it's its conscience
that's  bothering it with the |anguage that we have in here.
But, in any event, we' ve gotten their attention. Evenbefore we
have waken a vote on this resolution, they, obviously, are aware
of it and recognize the concern that is peing expressed here.

So, in sone ways, we have already achieved our goal. pgui |et e
run through some of the |anguage here. and, first, let ne al so
respond to Senator fner. nator fner

invF())I ved in legislati oFbi ne 1987 buste Ia iontrggucgd’a sGSSgY‘??E biV\fa\s
to deal with their particular problemto give an exenption on
manuf acturing equi prent and we got held hostage. We got that
bill  killed by Senator wvard Johnson and that provision was
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thrown into LB 775 and we got taken along for a ride along itp
a whol e bunch of ot her peopl e because they wanted 775 and It
ended up that that's what we had to take and t hat was all we

could get. But that. the primary purpose of 775, in ny view,
was to keep ConAgrain Nebraska. |t was hel pful perhaps to
other businesses, obviously, but | think froma handout | have
ConAgra says it will stay, as Governor Om signs pjj bi g
headl i nes here. We all knowit. Let's not be naive and | et'

not t ake oursel ves for fools, we know what we were dealing

with that bill in 1987. |t was ConAgra that pushed the bill
through. 1t was ConAgra that wanted the |egislation. It was
ConAgra that made that legislation ultimately successful. |t
woul dn' t have happened w thout them Let's understand that.

Yes, others benefit; yes, qgthers are involved, put let's
not... I'mno fool and |I'mno idiot andl don't appreciate the

i dea ) t hat thl S | egl S.l ation referencing ConAgra and their
benefits fromit is anything more than it js but the facts.
Here's another article, Harper says junp, Legislature junps. .
know what the perception is, we know what the reality is and it
is that ConAgra was heavily involved with 775, Tpeir © attornevs
were hired to draft the legislation. Theywere hired to lobby
the legislation and they were integrally jnpvolved in that

legislation. ~ So let's get pack to what the resol ution says
then. We say in the one section that Senator \arner wants to
pull out is that state and |aqcal governnent officials have
worked to provide an excellent business climate, | think ihat ¢

true, and to offer assistance toencourage ConAgra to maintain
and expand its operations in Nebraska. This is virtually the
same | anguage as in the CGoodyear resolution we had and we were
specifically putting that in there because, what did Omaha do?
Omaha specifically offered assistance to help ConAgra with their
expansion project. That's what | was thinking about there. apq
in Goodyear we had simlar types of assistance going on fromtﬂe
City of Lincoln. So there was specific offer of assistance and
hel p provided to ConAgra as they did their expansion program ;,
Omaha. That is factual. | don't see why we need to take that
outor changethat. The next section talks apout we, the
Nebraska Legislature, passed |B775 in 1987 1o provide tax
i ncentives for ConAgra and ot her Nebraska corporations to invest
and create jobs in Nebraska. Absolutely, it was for ConAgra and

other Nebraska corporations. |t doesn't say just or CmAgra
but it was for ConAgra and ot her Nebraska cor poratlfons. Thagt' s
factual, | don't see a need to change that. The next one

Whereas ConAgra has received substantial benefits from LB 775,
LB 773 and LB 772, all passedin 1987, and other changes to
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Nebraska's tax system that's factual too. They have received
substantial benefits, 775, obviously, they have applied for,
recei ved benefits. We don't know how rmuch but it's substantial.
LB 773, they also wanted, and that also provided breaks for
their higher paid executives. And LB 772 changed the fornul a
for corporate taxes that had a tremendous | npact fa

particularly conpanies |ike OonA%;ra. And, as for other changes,
I'm  thinking about 1124 and 270 and ot her |egislation we have

passed that have enabled other preaks to be available to
conpanies and they' re all there available to ConAgra. The next
section that Senator Varner wants to change is whereas reports
i ndicate that ConAgranmay relocate its headquarters for Country
General Stores from Gand Island to Nashville, \what's inaccurate
about that'? Absolutely, there are reports.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATOR WESELY: ...l passed out the report, it's in the paper,
that there are. ._._th_ey may relocate. I sthereany denial of
that? It's a possibility. W don't say they will, we're saying

that's a possibility. And then we go on to talk about remain
commtted to working with ConAgra to maintain and expand its
presence in Nebraska. That 's specifically again the other
resolution we had onGoodyear. Ve specifically had that sane
| anguage. We want to work with Goodyear. WwWe want to work with
ConAgr a. This is a specific resolution going to ConAgra. \what
Senat or Warner would have you do is water it down to a point
where it doesn't nmake the point th:.t it needs to nake that we
have bent over backwards in this particular cgase with. this
particular conpany and with all conpani es we have Been trying to
be hel pful but we're dealing with one particular issue right now

and that's why it's specific. That 's where the"calls on"
versus "encourages”, you know, | don't know that there j5 much
difference there. All I amsaying is that all of the facts
involved in this resolution, | think, gare accurate, that the

resolution speaks for itself and that | woul d oppose the Warner
amendnent and feel that this very nmuch hits the point that needs
to be made to ConAgra.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Time.

SENATOR WESELY: And they have evidently heard it.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator MFarl and, please.
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SENATOR NcFARLAND: Thank you, Nr. Speaker. | appreciate
Senator Warner's attenpts here to amend the resolution and |
don't think it's necessary. | pP| eciate the perception, maybe,
by sonme of the menbers who voted for the pj|| that they were
voting for more than just ConAgra. | see that that anendnent
that Senator Warner jntroduced attenpts to i nclude all
businesses in it. But | also appreciate Senator \Warner when he
voted on LB 775 and voting against it. | think it was a vote of
under st andi ng and nmade a statenent about the type of policy e
were enacting. Nevertheless, | really think we' re deceiving
ourselves if we' retrying to say that 775 was not enacted at the
behest of and under the direction of ConAgra. There are
stories, and I'm sure they' re substantially true, about
ConAgra's | awyers being down in the Revenue committee offices,
all during 1987, drafting |anguage, suggesting language,
proposi ng | anguage, anmendnents and what have you to [B 775
itsel f. As a matter of fact, here recent when sonmeone told
that Senator Johnson, who was head of the Revenue comittee at
that time, in fact, said that...said to sone of the lawers in
exasperation, he said to the ConAgra |awyers, tell me what you
want and we' |l put it in the bill. d Itthey did, | mean, you
take a | ook at the specific provisions o bi || i ncl udl ng
the provisions to give tax credits for corporate jets, that
whole bill was structured and could npnot have been nore
customized in its drafting than for ConAgra itself. Therewas
anot her joke about ConAgra's |awyers that soneone told

they were around the Revenue Committeeoffices so nuch and tah
standard joke was that not only do the

wear bel t]s too. These fel Yows wer{= d‘(’)vv?/f?rthgpgwarrglcli%sto g%e
every econonic break they could in that bill to ConAgra,

every penny of concession out of the Legislature that they coufd
and that's what they were hired and trained o do and that's
what they were paid very well to do on behalf of ConAgra. ggme
of the newspaper accounts of that time period have been
circulated already and al | anyone has todois .go read the
newspaper accounts during that 1987 |egislative session and iphe
Conway amendment that was added and ConAgra then threatened ?

| eave the state if the amendnent was not withdrawn. Andso we
came marching in and the majority of this pody voted. to
wi thdraw...to strike the Conway anmendnent, and all the threats
and intimdation that was going on, it was clear what that bill
was designed to do. So | don't think the amendnents that
Senator ~ Warner proposes really are gomg to change that
perception or that...or that readlity tha was specifically

enacted for OonAgra. And | don't plan to vote for the
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amendnent . So | think Senator Wesely has brought a
straightforward resol ution. It is not as condematory as |
would make it. If | were going to wite this resolution, it

woul d have a |lot of other things that | '.®re Senator Wrner

woul d want to strike. But | think it's fairly reasonably drawn
and fairly drawn.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATOR McFARLAND: It asks...it asks for ConAgra to keep that
particul ar organization within Grand Island 'and that's onl
fair. | would like to justread one thing. W talk about all

the great benefits that 775 brought. Thereis a headline 0
the state's econonmy gets poor grades 1n today s paper aﬁ% 'i’&
tal ks about a corporation that evaluated the gconomies of the
various states and called us one of the couch potatoes of
econom ¢ | hnovati on. It graded the states on 150 economic
policy measures. Nebraska received a Cin econom c performance,
a Din business vitality, Cin developnmental quality,agndanF
in state policy. It closes, it says, although _Nebraska's
unenpl oyment i's anong the |owest in the nation, its jobs pay
poorly and offer average health benefits. | g 775 the j obs that
it's creating are | ow paying, . '

SPEAKER BARRETT: Time.

SEN..~OR McFARLAND: .. . they're not stable jobs and | don't think
it" s...that 775 is in any way achieving its objectives. Thank
you

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senat or Warner, followed by

Senat ors Goodrich and Chi zek.

SENATORWARNER: M. President and nembers of the Legislature,

I...nowhere have | saidnor do any of the gpendnents | propose
strikes the legislative concern that we would like to have
should any  change  occur in this business discussion
of ...apparently that's going on. Nowhere do | say in it or do |
strike any | anguage which suggests that we would not I|ike to
encourage CmAgra to, in their operation, ygintain that
headquarters in Gand |sland. Every bit of that is there.
Every bit of it is there. | understood 775 was enacted to

benefit all of business throughout Nebraska and only thing I

have stricken are those things, it seenms to me i npoi nt
specifically that it was only fo% ConAgr a. And i f t hpat Pwas
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true, | assume that would have been the only one that would take
advantage and we all know that's nottrue. | mnot arguing
against the resolution. | haven't said that we gngyldn't ass
it. All  1'"m saying is that theshereases ought to reflect a
state policy which is to encourage the expansion of jobs and
business in Nebraska. That's as. ijnits totality. Now it
doesn't take a lot of...if we' re making suspicions, and | could
pick up those whereases all day long, | suppose, andsay, well,

ook the Legislature even sajd by resolution that H}]e only
reason they enacted it was for oné business conpany in the giate
and yet there are many, many businesses that were affected. Ang
that's all I'm attenpting to do is nake the whereas, in fact,
reflect what | assune was the feeling of the majority of the
body that they were hel ping business throughout the state and
encourage jobs throughout the state and, in fact, that's what
has occurred. Philosophically, |I do not |ike tax incentives,
question about that. I' ve voted against themfor the last 10,
15 years, including exenptions that were enacted a time or 0.
But if you want to pass the resolution, which | have no
objection to, then don' t.. .don't mix it in with sonething that
goes beyond .or narrows, actually, narrows what that state
olicy, in fact, does, and that was to encourage jobs and
usiness everywhere. That's all ny anendnent does. | do not
strike one single thing which has the inpact of the | ggisiature
not saying thzt they want to encourage those headquarters to
stay there.

SPEAKER BARRFiIT: Thankyou. Senator Goodrich, please.

SENATOR GOODRI CH;  Nr. President and nenbers of the body, | rise
in wholehearted and enthusiastic support of the _\Warner
amendnent. |' m going to nake a suggestion here and that is that
not only CmAgra but a | ot of companies in Nebraskaare
constantly talking to other conpanies throughout the United
States and t he worl deven. Thank.goodness they do. Over the
| ast 10 years, ConAgra's enploynent in Nebraska has growh m
500 up to a present number of 5,000, and the nore they talk to
ot her conpanies across the United states and the world, the

better off we are because they will continue. ..ConAgra and among
other companies will continue to acquire other companies.
ConAgra, for example, owns about a dozen major compani es. They

own over 30 mnor, what! call minor companies. The more they
own, the stronger they are; the stronger they are in Nebraska,
the more employment they will have in Nebraska at their
headquarters right here in" Nebraska amnd, consequently, Jet's
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hope and pray they continue to talk,not only ConAgra but the
other conpanies in the state continue to talk to other conpanies
e 0

and continue to grow and continue to create nore jobs. The
other thing I would like to suggest is that before we junmp ;

resolutions like this and respond to every whimof a reporter
that wants to put a piece in the paper, let's talk to the people
i nvolved. | have always found in the years of experience that |
have had that you may not agree with sonething you find he
paper, but if you go talk to the people, instead of junping into

the paper, go talk to the people involved. You get their
perspective and you find out that, hey., this isn't near 55 pad
as we jumped to the conclusion that it would be. |'mgoing to
suggest that instead of junping into these sort of things, let' s
talk to the people first and then if there's a legitimte pgef
then we canintroduce resolutions like this. |'mgoing to say
that this body shoul d adopt the Warner anendment and = pake this
thing a ot nore general than it is right now. | thank you.
SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank vyou. The nmember fromthe 31st

Legislative District, Senator Chizek.

SENATOR CHI ZEK: M. Speaker and col |l eagues, | agree a lot h

what Senator Goodrich sajd, however, he's missing the point.
That's what we' re talking about, keeping jobs, gypanding. Wete

tal king about keeping themhere. W' re not tal king about noving
themto Nashville. And | tell you again, colleagues, it's a

done deal. And you can...| don't know, Senator Chambers, how
odds work, but you can give 10 to one that that acquisition is
conpl ete. I don't know whether that's good or bad. |"11 have
to ask the Clerk a little later, but (laughter) I think...lI'm
sorry, Pat. But you' re mssing the boat. “There isn' t...| stood
up and said | supported 775. | carried 270. | amnot

personal ly trying to do anything to weaken 775 or any of those

things. The conpany that | work for recejved benefits from 775,

you all know that. What |'m saying, colleagues, is what's right

is right and what'swong is wong. iAPd Senat or Goodrich, |
re

did try to call and I couldn't get ny ca turned. | iried to
talk to the people involved. | know some other folks had some
calls returned and they were told it was in the process of
negoti ations. | know again there gre people and there are

famlies flying to Nashville to look at property. pNow, do you
do that because you may sign a sales acquisition next week? And
if this strengthens ConAgra, | want to hel p strengthen ConAgra,
but I also want to keep the jobs in the State of Nebraska,
period. And, interestingly enough, |, since 775 was enacted
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into | aw, | haven't seen anybodyfrom ConAgra here, here till
t oday. I think it's interesting they can conghere today but

they can't return ny telephone calls. | ogppose the amendment.
Senat or Chanbers, you can have the rest of ny tine.

SPEAKER BARRETT: About two m nutes and 45 seconds.

SENATOR CHANBERS: Thank you, Senator Chizek. Mr. Chairman and
menbers of the Legislature, my light is on and | hope we get to
it so |' Il have a chance to give sonme nore factual information

than what 1'm about to offer now, but in two minutes is ot an
opportunity to really develop anything. But775 was ConAgra's
bill. | fought that thing tooth and nail and that was when

Legislature really saw a denonstration of one senator trying to
use the rules and every tactic to force djscussion of a bill

that was not even to be discussed. |t was ConAgra's, that's the
only reason it was here. Apd, Senator Warner, the resol ution
does say ConAgra and other business, but the reason copagra s
emphasized is because ConAgra was the dog, theother little
busi nesses were the fleas that were along for the r(ide. Thi s
bill, 775, never would have been enacted for those other little

busi nesses. A | ot of them whi nper ed, whined and cri ed’ some of
them shut their doors and stole off into the night Iike thieves
because they knew they couldn't conme to the Legislature and say,
bail us out. ConAgra  denpnstrated the power that Senator
Goodrich described and which has him shakingin his shoe
| eather. He talks about all the conpanies they own 5.qund  t
worl d and a corr%any that awesone, that powerful certal n?y shoupg
not have anything done by this Legislature that that company
does not want. The song, "Watever lola Wnts, Lola Gets" as,
that wa a pseudonym for ConAgra and we all knowit. Nike
Har per woul d pound a table and the reverberations would be fq)¢
down here in this Legislature.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATOR CHANBERS:  Senat or Conway got an anendnent to that bill
and ConAgra found out about it and N ke. N ke Har per stammers a
bit and he said he's not embarrassed by it anynore, he ysed to
be. But that time when he expressed his anger about that
amendnment, they heard not a stammer or a tremdr i, his voice.
The orders came down here, take that so-and-so anendnent off

that bill. And sonebody said, do you realize you' re talking ;4
the Nebraska Legislature? He said, that's why | say it the way
that | say it. | knowwhol'mtalking to. Nowtell themto get
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that amendment off that bill. Andaguy came and knocked on the
glass and one of the mnionsran out there and that guy gave
that message and back in here he came and he said,
M-M-M-Mike.. M ke said to take the...the amendnent off the bill.
Now that's not the way M ke said it. This senator was so shaken
and frightened that he stamered. And you know what happened?

The amendrment was inmmedi ately taken off. Soif we remove the
nane of ConAgra fromthis resolution, there really.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Time.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: . . .is no purpose for it.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Korshoj.

SENATOR KORSHOJ: M . Speaker and nenbers, | was one of the no

votes on the ConAgra bill and since 1987 |I' ve become nuch ki nder
and gentler. | was the person that gffered in '87 to get a
fleet of sems, free of charge to ConAgra, and nove themto the
Kansas border to get them out of the state. I've changed my
m nd, I want to keep themin thetate now and that's why |'m
on this resolution. | think that we should try to keep them
here, try to keep the jobs here. After all, Senator Chizek says

t hat they haven't came back since 1987,Whysh0u|d they come
back? There was nothing more they wanted, we giv e them

everything . So there's no reason for themto cone back. pyt
this is a ConAgra resolution and that's why |'m against the
Jerome Warner amendment. This is not a hard resolution, it' s
just...it's just stating a few facts. And so | think we shoul d
| eave it as a ConAgra resolution and let it go as it is.

another reason that |I' ve been in favor of a Wsely bill for nore
di scl osure, | remenber in 1987 Senator Hefner took nme under the

south balcony and he got out his pad and pencil and he said,

just imagine, they' re going to hire a 100 people and phem jobs
are gdng to pay $35,000 a job. well, | would like to see that
inthe statistics. What MFarland was reading, it says, this

outfit in New York that rated us, says although Nebraska's
unenpl oyment is anmong the lowest in the npation, its j obs pay

poorly and offer only average health benefits. | would like to
see what these jobs are. W' re not asking too nuch of Revenue
to tell us what category the jobs are,what the payis, have

they increased the nunber, have they decreased the nunber, have
they transferred some fromone division to the next division 9 |

just think that we need to know those things. The reason we
need to know t hese things, individually, we don't need somebody
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to analyze it, the 49 senators are going to have to make a
decision in the next fewyears and | think the decision will be
to get LB 775 off the books. Your'next custoners are the people
you have now. You' re just going to perpetuate no taxes for
them and there's parts of the bill that's okay. But | think
LB 775 should be elimnated from the books and you should
i ndividually make those decisions, not |let somebody tell you

it's good here or it's bad there. Read and see what it 's doin
to us. And |l istening to Senator Chizek, he says he can't taQK

to them because they won't return a call. (@odrich said talk to
them Well, how can you talk to sonebody that | ooks at you as a
peon and don't want to talk to you, that you have
nothing...nothing inportant to say to themevidently. But |
think we should keep themhere and | think we gshould keep the
resolution just as it js because we' re talking to ConAgra.

W' re not pounding on them anynore. That's  why | say, I'm
kinder and gentler. | want themto knowt%at | appreci ate
they' rehere, | appreciate the jobs, let's keep them |et's be

fair to these comunities. po | have any tine left, Senator
Barrett?

SPEAKER BARRETT: Two minutes

SENATOR KORSHQJ: That's what Senator Norrissey wanted. | ||
yield to him

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Norrissey, please.

SENATOR NORRISSEY:  Thank you, Senator Korshoj. Nr. Speaker and
menmbers, | think it's the job of the Nebraska Legislature to
moni tor our business situation in the state and when e see a
situation such as the one developing that we shoul d make a
poi nted response to that particular situation. A generic
resolution, the power of a resolution is in question anyway, but

a generic resolution | don't think is the way to go.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATOR NORRISSEY: We see a particular situation here. \e're
telling ConAgra, you cane to us, we responded, e're coming to

you and we're asking for you to respond. The future is a
di fferent business situation. |t isn't of us...cannot no | onger
l.?e an "us" versus “thent in business and |abor, it's got to be a
we" concept, we are the state, we gave you sone benefits, jt's

a two-way street, we ask you to consider what we' re asking you
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and consider it strong, don't bottomline everything because
cannot continue to bottom|line absolutely everything in the

future. | oppose the amendnent and support the "resol ution.
Thank you.
SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senat or Chanbers, followed by

Senat ors Hefner, Vehrbein, Abboud, Nelson, Peterson, NcFarland
Lowel | Johnson and Goodrich. senator Chambers. '

SENATOR CHANBERS: Nr. Chairman and menbers of the Legislature,

t hat sounded like a |_aW fl.rm Two years or so ago one elemen

of ConAgra was merging with a Dupdont el enment and they con%l neé
the names Ducon, D-U-C-O-N, andthat's what the ConAgras do,
they do con. But they don't just con, that's where you use
slippery, slick talk. ConAgra is bare-knuckled and they use raw
ower. But, Senator Warner, you don't have to worry about ihig

othering ~ Nike  Harper because in this article from the

~ Nay 31, 1987, it says at six-foot-six, 250 pounds,

Harper also is one of the nation's |argest corporate chief
executives so he can take this little bit that we' re doi

: . . But
this article says the following. "LastJanuary, Harper took a
simlar direct approach in annourcing his conpany m ght nove its
headquarters from Oraha. |f the state wanted to keep ConAgra,

Harper said, it should restructure the tax system and offer
incentives to business. | ast week, the senators approved the
nost controversial of the four bills, LB 775, Governor Or's
enpl oynent and i nvestnent growth nmeasure. The bill had br ought
support from business and | abor |eaders. |t was backed by Omaha
Senator Vard Johnson, Chairman of the Revenue Commrittee.
Nonet hel ess, the bill would not have become|aw if ConAgra
hadn't said it might |eave, said Barbara Botsch, |obbyist for
the Greater Omha Chanber of Conmerce. vyouhadto have a Nike
Harper willing to standup and say, 'W' ve got to have this',
there had to be a catalyst, she said." Now, after what | gaj
about ConAgra, let nme read gou the | ast couple of paragraphs o
this article. They talked about the open ,itjtude at ConAgra
where Nike Harper would ask his enployees, are you willing to
tell the boss to go to hell'? and | don't know what the response
was. But, anyway, ConAgra's harshest critic during gislativ
debate was Omaha Senator Ernie Chanbers who said LB 7%§ anmount ec?

to robbing the many for the benefit of the few i
that and other criticismof ConAgra bothered pLim. H-%ﬁfrsald

; does
that mean we would change anything we do? Hell no. Wewill
continue to tell what we believe is the truth. " “wijth conAgra's

open culture, Harper was asked, would Chanbers fit in at the
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conpany'?" Listen to this answer, colleagues. “In  some
respects, he would, Harper gajd, he has courage." Wlen Dan
Rat her heard that, he started endi ng his news casts with the
word  "courage". But did you hear what M ke Harper said?

Despite the criticisns, ConAgra is not going to change anything
and they're not going to stop telling what they think i's the
truth. This resolution is the truth and simply because Mge

Harper or some of those people up there are enbarrassed no
reason for us to change what this resolution says. What those
people who will lose their jobs are going to feel and experience
i's something far more than the nomencary disconfort or
enbarrassment of a ConAgra. Butwith all of the talk that [ ve
said of how weak the Le?islature is, it shows that when a
resolution of this kind is offered, you will get he attention

of those corporate giants. the% don't want this kind of thing
done and we should not let themshort-circuit what we're ;

ng.
And before Senator Nelson has a conniption, M. Chairman, h%w
much tine do | have left?

SPEAKER BARRETT: One and a half m nutes.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Senator Nelson, |'mgoing to take thirty
seconds and then | will give you a mnute. She's over rT%/ere ]ust
jitterbugging and |I' ve got to yield sonme of ny tine to her. So,

Senat or Nel son, you have the rest of it.

SENATOR NELSON: |'m al nost ashaned to use it after that. Thank
you, Senator Chanbers. | do want to say that | had a little
problemw th Senator Goodrich and | know it's easy for everybody
tn junp on the bandwagon and be positive and be negative and

on. Here's a little assessment and we' re talking to newspaper
reporters as a whim, or so on, | don't necessarily agree . to
t hat . That 's not exactly true. | have talked to a little
hi gher than the newspaper reporters and people that are far nore
informed, | think. Senator Goodrich is just 55 pag off, one
dozen maj or companies. They Probably don't classify major or
minor. And 25 minor conpani es; woul'd”al most  gay four times

that or five times that would be nore right,and’l adnire them
for being very good busi ness people and being able to be so

diversified. So when we' re pointing figures.
t oday and that some of us don't kpnow wha W% re tafm,gfgrs Fgéte

and so ﬁuess maybe he hasn't |istened to neor [’
Senat or Oosby the other day, |' ve raised my kids and nobody
listens. But | did tell you this norning.
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SPEAKER BARRETT: Time.

SENATOR NELSON: ...and with that, | have triedtoo and to
cooperate with the top managenent.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Hefner.
SENATOR HEFNER:  Question.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The question has been called. Dol se five
hands? | do. Shall debate now cease? Thosein favor vote aye,

opposed nay. Record,please.
CLERK: 25 ayes, 0 nays to cease debate, Nr. President.

SPEAKERBARRETT: Debate ceases. Senator Marner to close on the
adopti on of your anendnent.

SENATOR WARNER: Again,Nr. President, the anmendnent in no way
restricts the ability of the Leg|s|ature to encourage the
retention  of the headquarters in Grand |s]and. That 's
exactly...that wordi ng is all there that has the inpact of doing
that and certainly under the Now, t herefore, be it resolved,
woul d state that the Legislature encourages ConAgra to retain
the Country General Stores headquarters in Grand Island
Nebraska. And that ' the purpose of the resolution, s
understood it. What | d| d change was only in the whereases t
reflects what | would think this body would want, the majorlty
woul d want, and that is the enactment of the Ieglslat|on whi ch

is referred to was, in fact, for a healthy business. r
heal thy business climte for all parts of the state and for ma'e
busi nesses that might be affected, and that's all it does. And
I would wurgethe body to adopt that amendment and then proceed
and enact the resolutionas nothing taken ot

than...nothing taken away other than the 1 npli catlon % How
it wiII be used, that the majority of this body passed the bill
that primarily was intended to only affect one and | don't think
that is true. | think a great many senators supportled that bill

because they felt it was good for the state as a wh

SPEAKERBARRETT: Thankyou. The question is the adoption of
the Warner amendment to LR 419. Al in favor vote aye, opposed
nay. Haveyouall voted? A recordvote has been requested.
Pl ease vote if you would care to vote. Record, please.
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CLERKS (Record voteread. See pages 19R/-28 of the Legislative
Journal .) 28 eyes, 11 nays, M. President, on the adoption of
Senat or Warner's anendnent.

SPEAKER BARRETT: The anmendnent is adopted.

CLERK: M. President, | now have a motion from Senator
McFarl and to indefinitely postpone LR 419.

SPEAKER BARRETT:  The Chair recogni zes Senator MFarl and.

SENATOR McFARLAND:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. | put this
amendnent...this motion wup to indefinitely postpone the
resolution with the expectation that there mightbe enough
support in the body for to approve the amendment. I really

thlnk.the armndment. makes it a generic resol ution i t hout
focusing on the real intent and purposSe that Sena?or \l@seY“y and

the other co-sponsors had for the resolution and that's the

reason | put the indefinitely postpone notion up. and | think
it's appropriate. | don't feel like voting for this resolution
in the innocuous formthat it's in now | would |ike to say one

thing and that is | think we need to get out  of tpe mentality
that our state sonehow exists for the benefit of NAJra.  gome
of the statements that have been made on the floor this (ornin

are like our whole purposeof existence is to nake sure thaq(
ConAgra is very profitable and very successful in is pusiness
enterprises. We're not joint partners with ConAgra. we're not
a body that is supposed to come in here and just kind 5 pe g
subsidiary of CmAgra's corporation so we can hel p them out

whenever they need help. v exist to serve the people of ouw

state and that's all the people of our state and all the
busi nesses in our state, whether they be corporations, large of
smal |, or businesses, | ar ge or smll , or individual

roprietorships, or workin eopl e .
PepPesent evgrybody andv\hengv\g naprrowwgl?r ?(r)gusegpr)uljo%/ﬁidnk th\éVte
our only purpose is to benefit one corporation in Omha pecayse
they were threatening to leave the state, | think we. we do a

disservice to all the people of our state. | don't have much

further to say. I woul d hopeand | would hope that the bi Iul' s
sponsors at this tinme mght be considering wthdraw ng the whol e
resolution or at |east anending the resolution. | \ouid be glad
to turn_over nmy tine to any of the sponsors of the...of the
resolution so that they can have the remainder of the time to
speak on it. And...would you like, Senator Korshoj'? pyow about

Senator Nelson, would you like the rest of ny tinme to speak on?
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SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Nelson.

SENATOR NEL SON: I believe |' ve not visited with any of the
other sponsors of the resolution. | know that ConAgra does know
that we are very concerned and |'msure that their attention,
along with ours, has been brought by this this norning. Aand]

Will turn the rest of nmy tine over to Senator Chizek.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Chizek.

SENATOR CHI ZEK: Nr. Clerk, | would just ask consent to have
nane renoved fromthe resol ution, please.

SPEAKER BARRETT: I'f thereare no objections. W wi|l proceed
to the list of those who presumably would wish to speak tg the
NcFarland motion to jndefinitely postpone tne resol ution.
Senat or Wehrbein, did you wish to speak to that matter?

SENATOR VEHRBEIN:  Yes, Nr. President, just briefly. A | | want
to say, | oppose the kill notion. | think it's proper that e
have something in the record indicatingour concern for the

i ndi cation of whatever ConAgra or other businesses may g |

think it's appropriate that we express our concern. |i's bee

expressed in the Cgraha area and it's been expressed in the Gram:i1
Island area, | think it's only appropriate. But since Senator

. this

morning, | want to speak just briefly on that and not to
particularly pass judgnent on it but | think it ough{f1 ?o %e read
cautiously because | don't really agree with many of the
premises that are in this. |Infact, | would call sone of it
garbage, and | think before we take. .. | think that article ought
to be read very carefully, not just read the headlines, | wolld
call your attention particularly to the state rankings on the
side. =~ (ne of the areas where they rate us, if you go down,

economi ¢ performance, pusiness, devel opment capacity', state
policy, and they give us anF on state policy, whichincludes

spendi ng on educat’i on, export pronotion, environmental |aws and

housing statistics. Now nearl everyone

statistics has to do with acti onsythat weytake Cln;l htekr]gsa%dexgoerﬁ;
of the things that we' re doing. So,as they...as they pound on
our state, and you think this is a criticism perhaps it's a

criticismof the Legislature itself, if jt, in fact, is a
realistic criticism ['mnot ready to accept that necessarily
but I think before we use this as a hanmer in many ofour
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conversations, let's ook at what they based it on gnd see if
you even agree with the premses. Any time you have prem ses
that are faults, you're not going to have correct. conclusions.

And | only wanted to nake that comment in passing since it was
|nterJected|nt0th|s but | do Oﬂposethe Kill motion. | think
it's appropriate to go ahead and have a resolution gqichas we

are passing. T hank you.

E_FI’IIEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Abboud, on the notion to
.

SENATOR ABBOUD: Pass.
SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Peterson.

SENATCR PETERSON: Nr. President and nenbers, | rise ose
the kill motion. | think Senator Warner ought to be com’rrergJ

He, | feel, did a real good job of making this ppre con’patlble
to... should be to all of us. | want to be brief here and | will
turn...if I' ve got any left, | should have because |I'mnever a
| ong-wi nded speaker, | was a menber of the Revenue Committee
when...over those years when we had these bills before us. |
was kl nd of offended by the remarks that ComAgra be 'tBe

m ght have beat some people over the head but t%ey d| ealt
me over the head for this bill because there was a number of
other conpani es and Chanber of Conmerces and that that come in,
supported that and I kept very close contact with my | ocal
Charmber of Commerce and conpanies up there and wei ghed the
issues and listened and fornmed ny opi nion on that , not by
ConAgr a. They did not sway me one bit. | |istened to them and

| listened to everybody and | thought it was best for the state.
r?enat or Chisek seems to inply that why we got the resol ution,

e's  seeing that things are done. Vell, if it's done, why did
he come before us with the resolution. Not hi ng' s eyer done
until it's all over and | don't think that it's all over yet.

think some things could be done, the Governor and soneone rraybe
could talk to themyet and get themto stay, hic uld be a
benefit especially Senator Nelson's area where alq e j obs are.
Wth that, | would reljnquish the rest of ny tlme to Senator

Varner. |...1 oppose the kill motion. Thank you.
SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Warner.

SENATOR WARNER: Wel'l, Nr.President, thank you, Senato
Pet er son. I t hought t he pur pose of the resol ution was to sFmow
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support of the Legislature for Gand Island and that's still ;4
there; just as the rest of the body showed support for Li ncofn
on Goodyear. | thought that was the purpose, but maybe I'm i

error. As Senator NMFarland stated, that the state does not
exi st for ConAgra, which was ny whole point, that the passage of

that |egislation was for the good of business generally cr0ss

Nebraska. | opposed jt, but neverthel ess that is the policy
that this Legislature confirmed and | believe tpat the
resolution can now be enacted. I certainly would want to

encourage that Grand Island could be retained as headquarters
and we otherw se are speaking positively and the whereases woul d
l?e, asb now amended, thgt the Legislature believes that was good
or job opportunities, business expansion in pNepraska as was
the position when the |egislation was enacted ang tﬁe ’resoFutlon
reaffirms that position of the body at that tine.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator MFarland, please.

SENATOR McFARLAND: M. Speaker, | woul d respectfully withdraw
t he noti on.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. The motion to indefinitely
p_ostf’pone is withdrawn. Senator Wsely, for whatpurpose do you
rise”

SENATORWESELY: Yes, as primary introducer of the resolution, |
ask that it be passed over. We anticipatemotions and
amendnments and there's a dozen speakers and in the interest of
time | think we should just pass over it.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Soordered. The Chair is pleased
to note that Senat or Coordsen has sone guestsunder our north

bal cony, Gary and Margo Bi ba from Geneva, Nebraska. Wil ou
fol ks please stand and be recogni zed. Also, Senator Crosbyhas
guests under our south bal cony, Ken and Helen Wtt. Would you

folks please rise and be recognized. Al so guests of Senator
Wehrbein in our south bal cony, the Friendly Farm Ladies from
Avoca, Nebraska. Would you people please giand and be

recognized. Thank you. ws are pleased to have all of you with
us this norning. M. Clerk, have you matters for the reécord-
CLERK: No, not at this time, M. President.,

SPEAKER BARRETT: Mermbers, please return to yourseatsin
anticipation of sone Final Reading. Menbers, please return to
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